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65%
agree

74%
agree

The UK should be a 
global example for 

sustainable buildings

31%
agree

The Government is
on the right track
with sustainability

A building shouldn’t
receive an award, like

the Stirling Prize, unless
it’s sustainable

9% 35% 35% 15% 6%

12% 35% 38% 12% 3

Thinking about your organisation and sustainability, do you agree with the 
following statements? 
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NBS have carried out their second survey into 
sustainability and the attitudes and practices of 
construction professionals. 
This year’s survey ran from May to June in 2014 
and attracted respondents from a range of disciplines.

Respondent Breakdown
72% Consultant (such as Architect)

20% Contractor
8% Client

“Sustainability 
has three 
dimensions: social, 
economic and 
environmental, 
and sustainable 
decision-making 
must balance all 
three. 
Sustainability can 
be considered to 
be the destination. 
Sustainable 
development is 
the journey”
-Survey 
Respondent

Generally how important are the following aspects of sustainability
to the projects you work on?

Environmental Economic

Social

How confident are you in your knowledge
and skills of sustainable design?

Health1st

Water Use
& Pollution2nd

Water 
run-off/
drainage
systems

3rd

Waste4th

The Local
Community

5th

Thinking about specific elements
of sustainability, how important 

are the following aspects of
sustainability to the projects 

you work on?

Very Quite In-Between Not Very Not at all

Very Important Important

“Some of the biggest improvements in sustainable design 
will come through developments in information use”

2014

2012


